J* 



to [said] the network, said advertising software controlling the presentation of 
va first set of information to the user in a first region of said display device, said 
broW&er controlling the presentation of a second set of information to the user 
in a secondsjegion of said display device, [said advertisement server sending 
said advertisemfenjs in sequence from said server to said client computer at the 
request of said client computer;] said advertising software adapted to receive 
an advertisement from saichserver. to include said advertisement in said first 
set of information presented to the user in said first region of said display 
device, and to functioning substantially independently of said browser on said 
client computer. 

[d. advertising software on said client computer, said Advertising software 

functioning as an overlay to said browser, said advertisin^sQftware displaying 
said advertisements in sequence on said client computer while m&iqtaining the 
functionality of said browser.] 
2. The system of claim 1, wherein a media clip related to the [presently displayed] 
advertisement presently displayed by the advertising software to the user is shown on said 
client computer when said media clip is requested by the user. 





4/ The system of claim h further comprising a communications^utton for establishing 
communications between the user and a sales agent^ said comradnkations button displayed by 
the advertising software to the user, and wherein communications are established between 
[said] the sales agent and [a] the user at the user's recast when the user selects the 
communications button . 



^ 5. The system of claim 1, further comprising means for the user to select advertising 
^) topics [that are selectable by a user]ywherein advertisements pertaining to said selected 

advertising topics [selected bya^4ser] are displayed to the user by the advertising software . 

6. The system of claim 1, further comprising a help page on said [advertising] server, 
said help page displayed to the user bv said browser [at the user's request] when the user 
selects a help button displayed to the user by said advertising software . 
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8. The system of claim 1, wherein [said] an advertisement displayed to the user bv said 
advertising software comprises at least one link that loads and displays a page in said browser 
area when said link is selected by a user. 



9. The system of claim 1, wherein an advertisements] related to at least one page[s] 
displayed to a user by said browser [at the user's request are] is displayed to the user by said 
advertising software . 




The system of claim 1 , further composing means for displaying [wherein] a 
previously displayed advertisementji^displayed to a user] at the user's request. 

12. The system ofcktfm 1 , wherein [the] a sequence of advertisements is displayed to the 
use r, and further^e^nprising means to pause the display of the advertisements in the sequence 
[is pausedfat the user's request. 




r 



A system for providing advertising to a user on a hypertext network, comprising: 
a network;] 

[b.Ja^ a>server [having] storing advertisements, said server connected to [said] the 
networ 

[c.JK a client compter having a display device, a browser and advertising software 
that operates sup<ftantially independently of said browser , said client computer 
connected to [said] thbsnetwork. said [server sending] advertising software 
adapted to receive and display said advertisements in sequence from said 
server [to said client computer afcvtfie request of said client computer:] , said 
advertising software presenting on ategion of the display device to the user an 
advertising area comprising: 
[d. advertising software on said client computer, s&kl advertising software 

functioning as an overlay to said browser, said advertising software operating 
in conjunction with said browser to display a screen on s^id client computer 
comprising: 
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a browser area, said browser area comprising a page display area and 
software controls displayed by said browser when said browser 
operates without said advertising software; 
ii. an advertisfrig area comprising:] 

[a.]L a control atea having a pause button, a step back button, and a 
step forward buttbr^by which the presentation of 
advertisements to the u&er is controlled by a user; 
[b.]iL a display area where advertisements are displayed in sequence 

to the user; and 
[c.]iiL a transaction area having a secure purchal&vljutton for 

effectuating a secure purchase transaction at the uSefCg^Vequest. 



The system of claim 13, further comprising a communications button for establishing 
communications with a sales agent at the user's request. [, wherein sakKransaction area 
further comprises a sales agent button for effectuating communic^rfons between a user and 
said sales agent at the user's request.] 





15. The system of claim 13, further comprising a,Help page on said server, and said 
advertisement area further comprising a help buttdn wherein said help page is displayed in 
said browser area when said help button is se^cted by [a] the user. 

16. The system of claim 13, furthep^omprising multimedia information on said server, 
wherein said advertising area further comprises a multimedia button, and wherein said 
multimedia information is displayed in said browser area when said multimedia button is 
selected by [a] the user. 

1 7. The system of c^dim 13, further comprising a home page on said server, and wherein 
said advertising area/further comprises a home page button, and wherein said home page is 
displayed in said browser area when said home page button is selected by [a] the user. 
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18. The system of claim 13, wherein said advertising ar#a further comprises an 
advertising topic list, and wherein said advertisements jaertaining to topics selected by [a] the 
user are displayed in said advertising display area. 

19. The system of claim 13, wherein s^m advertisement displayed by said advertising 
software comprises at least one link tljax loads and displays a page in said browser area when 
selected by [a] the user. 

20. The system of claim/13, wherein said server targets said advertisements to [a] the 
user, said server transmitting advertisements related to pages displayed through said browser 
on said client computer at the user's request. 



21 . The system of claim 13, wherein an advertisement is stored on said client computer as 
an electronic coupon when selected by [a] the user, said electronic coupon redeemable during 
a secure'purchase transaction. 




steps of 



A method for providing advertising to a user on a hypertext network, comprising the 

loading advertising software from a server on a client computer [with] having 
a browser afTa^ Lthe user's request, said software dividing the client computer 
screen into a browser&re^and an advertising area; 

streaming a sequence of advertisements from said server to said advertising 
software on said client computer [ at the r&qu^st of said client computer]; 
displaying said advertisements to the user in said advertising area [while 
maintaining the original functionality of the browser in tn^^browser area.] 
substantially independently from the operation of said browser. 



A method of preregistering/dseiNpurchaser information, comprising the steps of: 

a. obtainmjfuseFpi^^ 

b. storing said userburchk^er information on^am-server; 
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associating said user purchaser information with a confidential authentication 
password, said password known to the user and recognized by said server; 
storing an electronic coupon when said advertisement is selected by a user: 
an&redeemLa^-said electronic coupon during a secure purchase transaction at 
the rearrest of a user. 



A 




ft 



38. The mqxhod of clain^7,\4iereinjsaid purchaser information compriseis credit card 
information, skid credit card informatibqcomprising the name of the credit card vendor, the 
user's name and credit card numpej^and the^cpiration date of the user's credit card. 

39. The method of claim 37, wherein said purchaseHnformation comprises the user's 
shipping address. 



45. A system for providin^advertising to a user through a hypertext network, comprising: 

a. [advertising] meah§ for providing advertisements to [a] the user; 

b. [server] means for stdFjrig [said advertising means] an advertisement and 
accepting secure purchas€\data^^m [a] the user; 

c. [client] means forj^ading [s^d advertising means] advertisements and 
displaying [said/the adveKisenteHtsrto"t^ the user; 

cL means for displaying a page to the\iser: 

[d. browser means f&^iisplaying pages t^K^user on said client means; 

d. network means for interconnecting^aid server means with said client means;] 

e. means for identifying a topic of a page displayed to the user: and 
f means for selecting an advertisement to be displayed to the user based at least 

partly on the topic of the page displayed to the user> 



Please add the following claims: 




b. a memory that stores browser software adapted to be executed by retrieve and 
display a hypertext page from a site and advertising software adapted to 
retrieve and display an advertisement from an advertising server; 

c. a display devh^jn which to display the hypertext page and the advertisement 
to the user. 

49. The client computer of claim 48, wherein said advertising software is adapted be 
executed by said microprocessor to display an advertisement that isjfeft^xf a stream of 
advertisements. 

if 

The client computer of claim ^8, wherein said advertising sc^ftware is adapted to be 
executed by said microprocessor to display a sales agent buttotfio the user, such that when 
said sales agent button is selected by the user, communications are established between the 
user and a sales agent of the sponsor of an advertisement displayed to the user. 

The client computer of claim #8, wherein said advertising software is adapted to be 
executed by said microprocessor to display/a list of topics to the user, such that when the user 
selects a topic form the list of topics, advertisements pertaining to that topic are received from 
the advertising server. 

p / * 

pd. The client computer of zlaim 4?f, wherein said advertising software is adapted to be 
executed by said microprocessor to display a pause button to the user, such that when said 
pause button is selected a first time by the user, the display of advertisements in a sequence of 
advertisements is paused on the advertisement that is displayed to the user at the time the 
pause button is/selected, and wherein when the pause button is selected a second time by the 
user, the display of advertisements in the sequence of advertisements in resumed. 



53. / The client computer^ claim 48, wherein said advertising software is adapted to be 
e^fecuted by said microprocessor to dppiay~a^tep forwanTbuttofi-and-a^step back button to the 
user, such that when the step forwara button Ls selected by the user, the next advertisement in 
a sequence of advertisementsfrom thk advertising server is displayed to the user 
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independently from the p^e that, is 
i^k-buttonis selected l/y the usei 



lj«played to the user by the browser, and when the step 
^>revi(^us advertisement in a sequenp^of 



advertisements from the advertising seryerTs displayed to the user independently from the 
page that is displayed to the user by the browser. 

^4. The client computer of claim^#, wherein advertisements are streamed from the 
advertising server to said client computer. 

f/ if 

The client computer of claim wherein said Advertising software is adapted to be 
executed by said microprocessor to display a step fjpfrward button a media clip button, such 
that when said media clip button is selected, multimedia information is shown to the user that 
is related to the advertisement that is shown t</the user at the time the user selects the 
multimedia button. 

^ The client computer of claim 48, wherein said advertising software is adapted to be 
executed by said microprocessor to msplay a secure purchase button, such that when said 
secure purchase button is selected4>y the user, the user is presented with a graphical user 
interface through which the user purchases a product related to the advertisement displayed to 
the user at the time the user ^elects the secure purchase button. 

5?f. The client computer of claim ^ wherein the graphical user interface through which 
the user purchases a product is displayed to the user by the browser software. 

5^. The client /omputer of claim $€, wherein the graphical user interface through which 
the user purchases a product is displayed to the user by the advertising software. 

The (Client computer of claim 4^, wherein said advertising software is adapted to be 
executed by said microprocessor to display an electronic coupon button, such that when said 
electronic coupon button is selected by the user, an electronic coupon is stored at the client 
compyter for a product related to the advertisement displayed to the user at the time the user 
selects the electronic coupon button. 
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The client computer of claim wherpirfsaid advertising software is adapted to be 

executed by said microprocessor to display a home page button, such that when said home 
page button is selected by the u^efCa page is displayed to the user by the browser software, 
wherein the page include^information pertaining to the sponsor of the advertisement that was 
displayed to the us^p^t the time the user selected the home page button. 



A method for providing advertising to a computer on a network, comprising: 
a. receiving information about a page that is displayed on the computer by 
browser software; 

selecting an advertisement based at least partly on the information received 
about the page displayed on the computer by the browser software; and 
ending the selected advertisement to the computer. 




A method for providing an electronic coupon to a computer on a network, comprising: 

a. receiving apeque^for an electronic coupon from the computer; 

b. identifytfig advertisement that was displayed on the computer at the request 
was made; 

c. selecting an electroi^f coupon based at fe^st partly upon the identified 
advertisement; anfc 

d. sending the selected douphn to the compute 



63. A method for providing a page to a com^uter'on a network, comprising: 

a. receiving a request for a page from the computer; 

b. identifying the advertisemeijt / that was oi^played on the computer at the request 
was made; 

c. selecting a page based at least partly upon the^entified advertisement; and 

d. sending the selected page to the computer. 



64. A method for providing advertising to a computer on a networiqxomprising the steps 
of: 
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